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PRESENTACIÓN DEL COMISARIO GÜNTHER H. OETTINGER 

NUEVA ECONOMÍA FÓRUM 

5 DE MARZO DE 2019 

9:00 HORAS – HOTEL WESTIN PALACE 

 

Buenos días. Good morning, Mister Commissioner; good morning ladies and 

gentlemen.   

Es ist mir eine Ehre Herrn Kommissar Günther H. Oettinger diesem 

renommierten Forum vorzustellen. It is an honor for me to introduce 

Commissioner Günther H. Oettinger in this prestigious forum. 

And it is a pleasure not only because we had the chance to work together at the 

European Commission for over a year, and it is always nice to meet with former 

colleagues --it was a very intensive and productive period, and I think it must 

have been a very positive period, because you have here a fan club of 

‘parlamentarians’ from the European Parliament that have had to deal with the 

European Budget and the discharge, so it obviously is perceived as a positive 

experience by all of us-- but it is also a particular honour and a pleasure 

because he is a true Europeanist. He has extensively contributed to the 

European project throughout his career. 

After serving as minister-president of Baden-Würtemberg from 2005 to 2010, 

and regional Parliament member during 26 years, Mr. Oettinger stepped in to 

take over important responsibilities within the European Commission. First, with 

President José Manuel Durao Barroso, he was Commissioner for Energy, 

period during which he succeeded in dealing with challenging tasks such as the 

integration of the European Energy Market, the Energy Security Strategy and 

the Nuclear Safety Directive. 

In November 2014, President Jean-Claude Juncker appointed Mr. Oettinger as 

Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society, a very prominent role with 

the mandate of making Europe a world leader in information and 
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communication technology, to make better use of the opportunities offered by 

the digital revolution. Completing the Digital Single Market was, therefore, one 

of his main goals during that time, making sure citizens and businesses 

throughout the EU profited fully from the benefits of digitalization. During the two 

years he held this position, Commissioner Oettinger had to push forward new 

regulations to achieve the right balance between the freedom for companies to 

grow, innovate and boost European economy, and the necessary level playing 

field and competition in the sector, as well as protecting citizens’ rights. Digital 

innovation hubs, investment in 5G technology, digital skills, data protection and 

the regulation of certain aspects of online platforms were some of the topics in 

which he worked very hard, not only to build a digital European economy but 

also a digital society, with legislative initiatives such as the Audiovisual Media 

Services Directive, the Network and Information Security Directive and the 

reform of the ePrivacy Directive. He is very passionate about the digital world, 

he keeps up to date and does not miss an opportunity to join us at the Mobile 

World Congress, where I had the pleasure to share dinner with him and King 

Felipe VI. 

Then, as you all know, president Juncker decided to appoint Mr. Oettinger 

Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources in January, 2017, entrusting 

him with very important responsibilities, such as negotiating and managing the 

EU budget, over 150 billion a year; ensuring this budget is invested in the best 

way to serve EU citizens, protecting it from fraud and corruption, and improving 

the recruitment processes within the EU, in order to better reflect the diversity of 

society and ensure that up to 40% percentage of senior and middle 

management are female in the Commission by the end of the mandate. 

These are all very demanding tasks that Commissioner Oettinger has 

performed with intelligence, balance, good sense, and always keeping up to his 

fame as a person that speaks his mind. Not always being totally politically 

correct, which makes him a very interesting speaker in this kind of events.   

One of the key challenges he has in his hands is the proposal and the 

negotiation of the next Multiannual Financial Framework, this is the long term 

Budget of the European Union, and we are currently negotiating the post 2020 
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Multiannual Financial Framework. This is a very challenging task, because it 

coincides with the Brexit, where an important country is leaving the Union; it 

coincides with the need to provide more money for new needs such as security, 

border control or even defense. And I am sure that with his very useful 

contribution, his ability to listen we hope for a good conclusion in this autumn.  

En esta negociación, España está siendo un socio constructivo y leal. 

Defendemos, por supuesto, el mantenimiento de los fondos para la Política 

Agrícola Común como pilar fundamental del proyecto europeo, así como una 

política de cohesión fuerte y bien orientada a la convergencia de nuestras 

regiones. Pero también apoyamos una Europa con mayor capacidad de acción 

en nuevos ámbitos, como el de la migración, con más capacidad para apoyar 

las economías de los países de origen y de tránsito de los migrantes; con más 

capacidad para invertir en políticas de proyectos de futuro como la 

digitalización, la ciencia, la innovación o el medioambiente. Y, por supuesto, sin 

olvidar programas emblemáticos como Erasmus, una de las mejoras vacunas 

contra el nacionalismo y el populismo en nuestro continente. 

Estas orientaciones comunitarias del Marco Financiero Plurianual que 

actualmente se está negociando bajo la dirección del comisario Oettinger, se 

corresponden muy bien con nuestra visión a largo plazo para Europa y para 

España, reflejada en la Agenda del Cambio. Un paquete integral de reformas 

estructurales que presentamos hace unas semanas, que hemos venido 

poniendo en práctica desde el primer día, desde junio del año pasado; y que es 

una estrategia para mejorar el potencial de crecimiento de España, haciendo 

que nuestra economía sea más sostenible a largo plazo. 

La misma filosofía ha inspirado a la Comisión Europea en los últimos cinco 

años, como se refleja en el documento ‘Hacia una Europa sostenible para 

2030’, que se centra en las mismas prioridades que nuestra Agenda del 

Cambio y por supuesto en la Agenda 2030 de las Naciones Unidas para un 

desarrollo sostenible. 

España es un país marcadamente pro-europeo. Participamos muy activamente 

en todos los debates que se celebran en la Unión Europea, haciendo también 

contribuciones constructivas a los foros internacionales más relevantes, como 
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el G20 o Davos. Con propuestas concretas en particular en el debate sobre la 

Unión Bancaria y la profundización de la Unión Económica y Monetaria. Porque 

creemos que nuestra moneda común debe reforzarse y dotarse de los 

instrumentos adecuados para hacer frente a cualquier posible crisis futura. Y 

porque pensamos que después de muchos años creando redes de seguridad 

para las finanzas y para los bancos, es el momento de crear redes de 

seguridad para las personas. A backstop for the people.  

Let me close. Europe is a project for the people, and the upcoming European 

elections are going to be a very important test of our ability to continue building 

a project based on common and shared values by the majority of the European 

population. We are living challenging times; many things are changing. Brexit, 

of course, is the next milestone for all of us. Then we will have the Spanish 

elections and the European elections just to name a few that are relevant to our 

country in the first half of 2019. 

Many citizens feel that growth is only benefitting a few. They fell left behind. The 

have become skeptical of the power of the institutions, national and European, 

to protect them. I think that it is our duty to provide reassurance. To be 

responsible, to drive policies that build a more sustainable and inclusive future. 

And I am quite optimistic.  

Spain and Europe have important assets to build this better future. A future that 

citizens will support with a positive and open approach. From the Spanish 

Government we will continue to do our best to work in this direction until the 

very last day of the current mandate. And I am sure, Commissioner, that we will 

continue to work together, both of us, Spain and European Commission, with 

leaders such as you, to contribute to Europe in these common goals and shared 

values after the electoral period that is now starting.  

So without further delay, I give the floor to Mr. Oettinger. Thank you very much, 

vielen Dank, muchas gracias. 


